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Discussion Post on a Policy Problem and Federalism 

Immigration is a major current policy problem. The Trump Administration’s embrace of 

the separation of immigrant families in the form of child separation policy at the border has 

elicited strong reactions. A court ruling issued in early 2020 in a case filed against the national 

government by the American Civil Liberties Union declined to provide additional restrictions on 

the power of the national government to separate immigrant families (Montoya-Galvez, 2020). 

The decision highlighted the central role of the Constitution in defining the powers of the 

national government. The ongoing struggle between the Trump Administration and other 

stakeholders to address the policy problem of immigrant family separation suggests that 

federalism in the next decade will be influenced by various stakeholders. According to Taylor 

and Smallberg (2020), a change in the national government to Democrats is likely to result in 

reversing the child separation policy. Whereas such a move would encourage immigration to the 

United States, it would heighten the struggle between the national and federal governments as 

regards immigration. Texas’s Governor Gregg Abbott, for instance, indicated that he did not 

want to welcome refugees (Cooke & Rosenberg, 2020). Governor Abbot’s stance reflected 

opposition of some states to a court ruling that blocked an executive order signed by the Trump 

Administration “mandating that local governments would have to consent to resettlement in their 

communities” as concerns immigrant admission (Cooke & Rosenberg, 2020). The executive 

order anticipated the likelihood that some local governments would decline to consent to 

resettlement in their communities.  

The opposition to immigrant admission by Governor Abbott indicates a reconfiguration 

of federalism is on the horizon, at least as far as immigration is concerned. The opposition 

suggests that some states might reject the profound power the national government wields as 
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regards immigration in the event that the upcoming administrations embrace pro-immigration 

policies by reversing the child separation policy. There is also the side opposed to unwarranted 

restrictive policies such as the child separation policy. According to Rubin (2020), there has been 

increasing concerns over the human rights implications of the policy that separates immigrant 

families. Based on this observation, it is likely that some states will oppose such policies if the 

upcoming administration continues to enforce them. Accordingly, pro-immigration and anti-

immigration policies alike will prompt a reconfiguration of federalism as some states are likely 

to oppose or reject national government policies depending on whether they are receptive or 

resistant to immigrant admission. 
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